


End of Year e-mail





Hello All,





It's a tradition amongst members of my family and certain friends to send out "End of Year letters". For the first time I'm joining in with this tradition and putting my views of how 2003 has treated me in an e-mail to you all. As I've never written one of these before, I'm not sure if there's supposed to be any format to them. Hell, if there is I'd probably ignore it anyway! I will try not to drone on about one thing too much though, or dwell on something that the majority of you have no interest in, so hopefully no need to keep this to hand if you're suffering insomnia.





Overall, I think it's safe to say that 2003 has been a good year for me. Things haven't always gone according to plan, and I haven't had any major strokes of luck, but I got through it in one piece and had some fun along the way.





As those of you who are in regular contact with me will know, Sarah and I have been out and about visiting different parts of England together throughout the year. We did this instead of going away for a holiday as we did the last two years. I think it worked out well, we got to see a lot of places of interest, some of which I'd been looking forward to seeing for a long time. Of the places visited my three favourites have been Hastings, York and The Royal Armouries at Leeds. There haven't been any that I didn't enjoy at all, but Oxford, Shrewsbury and Bath were the least appealing. Won't go back to any of those in a hurry! I don't know how often we'll get to go places in 2004 as things at home will be different. 





If we do go to anywhere of interest in the New Year, you can be sure that a report and photos will make there way on to our website, which we created late this year, although it was been backdated to cover all our major trips throughout the year. I haven't put a counter on the page so I don't know if anyone's visiting it, but it's there for any of you to look at at any time if you want to catch up with what's happening in my life. It's purpose therefore is largely the same as this mail, a way of keeping in touch with friends that I may otherwise loose touch with. I've made some new friends this year, in "real life" and online, the latter mainly through my reintroduction to Palace Chat (thanks SJ), but I fear I've lost a few too. Sadly, that's the way things are, people grow apart, and it takes real effort to overcome the drift.





I'm not sure what the coming of 2004 will have on my life. There are a couple of pretty drastic changes first off, I'm hopefully changing my job in the New Year. I'll be with the same company but I should be doing more design work and less of the dogsbody admin work (terms and conditions apply). However, instead of applying for the vacancy like you would for a normal job, I have to start doing the tasks involved in the new role then prove my competancy to be offically elevated to that level. And, as the new job is in Harold Hill rather than Enfield, I plan to be spending a lot more time with Sarah's folks during the week. Usually I only see them at weekends and holidays, but as Harold Hill is a lot closer to their place than mine is it makes sense they put me up to spare me the travelling. Not sure how I feel about this, I get on well with them individually and in small doses but that relationship is going to be pushed by the increased amount of time I'll be there. 





I'll still offically be living in Enfield and will go back there weekends, holidays and sometimes during the week, but as I've lived in the same place all my life I'll be seeing a lot less of it. This means drastically cutting back on the luxuries there including watching cable TV and using my PCs. I'm also concerned that I'll see less of my best friend Paul, as currently we see each other three times a week. Hopefully if things work out he'll be able to come visit Sarah and me during the week to go to the cinema or play boardgames and chat, and accompany us on any weekend jaunts we may make around the country. It's possible that we'll still be able to hang out some online too, although the PC at Sarah's has seen better days and use of it is shared between five people when it is working!





The plans Sarah and I laid last year that it would be our last big Christmas and we'd only buy each other a couple of presents for Xmas 2003 haven't quite panned out. I think I've ended up spending less money than last year, but the amount of gifts is about the same, it took me over two hours to sort them out and wrap them up! It's all finished with a week to spare though, which is a relief, just got to wrap up Sarah's birthday presents now as it's her big day on the 30th!





Hey, you made it to the end of the e-mail! Marvellous, I had thought that nobody would get this far, so you've surprised me. All that's left to say now is;





Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!





Here's to 2004!





Steve
























































