


Another year has reached it's end. Doesn't seem long ago that I was sitting here writing something similiar about last year. Maybe time seems to go quicker now I'm getting a bit long in the tooth! I'll be talking about what happened "during the War" or "I remember when all this were fields next".





2005 was a good year all considered, our first year in our house, and we've managed to get the place looking more like it should. There's still a lot of work to be done, but the study, the living room and the bedroom are all finished and look great, they really make the place look like our own home!





2006 is shaping up to be a challenging year, which is management talk for "it's going to be a shitstorm". My place of work looks like it's going to be changing as we're being kicked out in February, the high ups want us to go to one place, and we want to go to another I don't know what's going to happen, but it's been the only topic of conversation at work for the past month. The really annoying thing is that the office they are threatening to relocate us to is the office that they relocated me *from* two years ago! Since then I've made a life for myself near my current office, and moving back whence I came really isn't going to be a possibility! Suffice to say I've joined the trade union so I'm expecting a fight, even though it may be a losing battle.





Due to lack of funds and sorting out our house we haven't been on many adventures this year, maybe we'll be able to get out a bit more in 2006 and I'll get to add a couple more locations to the website guide!





I've managed to almost complete another qualification at work, only got two more exams to go and that will be another certificate under my belt. Whether it will help me in my career or whether I'll go on to take the next qualification remains to be seen, I guess that depends a lot on where the company decides to place us all.





Due to me studying for a qualification and the general increase in the stress I've been under at work, our Japanese course has been put on the back burner. We've started to get back into it this last month or so, but we had to cheat a bit on the end of unit exam!





There's also been a lot more on TV for us to watch than there has been for any time in the last five years or so. There are three anime shows on that we watch every episode of, a couple of decent new shows such as Lost and Battlestar Galactica and some of my old favourites such as Water Margin and The Avengers are being repeated for the first time in years, it's great.





We've got into a bunch of new consoles games this year too, our PCs (especially mine) are on their last legs and even playing Runescape was becoming tricky. The decision was made to foget about upgrading our PCs and stick with console gaming, it may not be quite as impressive but it's a lot less hassle and a lot eqasier on the pocket!





Samurai Warriors has probably been our biggest discovery this year, with over 200 hours played since we picked it up  a couple of months ago, the mixture of Japanese history, classical weaponry and a slew of carnage is irresistable  We're not sure how much more life it's got in it, near enough all the characters have reached their maximum levels and even playing on the hardest difficultly levels isn't that much of a challenge for some of the characters.





We've picked up a game called "blood will tell", which is based on a manga written in the 60's, which I hadn't heard of before. It's great fun with it's drop in/drop out multiplayer gameplay. I'm going to find out more about the sourse material and try to get hold of the anime. In fact I've juast read a live action movie is planned, which I'm excited about.





We are still into  just about anything from the Far East, and have stocked up on live action and animated DVDs from Japan, China and Korea. Hollywood films leave me cold for the most part with there plots written to gain maximum box office takings rather than with any artist merit in mind, so I am delighted to have found a alternate source of entertainment.





Sarah has found herself a new hobby, she's got into makin her own cards for Christmas and birthdays. Everyone is very impressed with them except Sarah herself, who always downplays her abilities.  I think she's got a real skill and if it could be exploited, may even be used to turn a profit!



























































































































































